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Union Army Enlisted Uniforms & Equipment



“The field upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here has 

been the great central point of the organization of our military forces.  When my 

administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil will 

be only known to the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its 

memories and associations, will be immortal.”   
                                                                            

                                                                            - Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Anniversaries Commemoration on Nov. 11 
On November 11, 1865, Camp Curtin officially closed after four 

years of service.  Over 300,000 men passed through the camp during 

the Civil War, making it the largest training camp of the war.  On 

November 11, 1990, the Camp Curtin Historical Society was founded 

to remember the camp and the Harrisburg area’s history during the 

Civil War.  These two anniversaries will be commemorated at our 

November 11 meeting at the Camp Curtin Memorial–Mitchell United 

Methodist Church.  Activities will include a wreath laying at the Gov. 

Curtin Statue.  See back cover for more information on our speaker 

and his topic.    

 

Membership Challenge 
Recently, we sent a letter to all of our members requesting that as you 

pay your 2019 dues that you consider inviting a friend to join or 

giving them a gift membership (Christmas is fast approaching).  For 

each new membership sponsored, your name will be included in a 

special raffle to be drawn at our annual meeting in February.  Help us 

continue our mission of preservation, education, and commemoration.  

If you need more membership forms, email campcurtin@verizon.net.        

 

COVER – Our lead article in this issue discusses Union Army 

Enlisted Uniforms and Equipment.  The cover photograph is one of 

several taken just after the Civil War by the Army Quartermaster 

Department to document the various types of uniforms issued during 

the war.  The same “model” was used for each picture so you will see 

him wearing a variety of outfits.  In this picture, he is wearing the 

uniform of an Ordnance Sergeant and is standing by a display of 

various equipment.   
 ___________________________________________________________________________________                                                      

 
The Camp Curtin Historical Society and Civil War Round Table, Inc., is a non-profit 
corporation chartered by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Contributions are tax 
deductible under IRC Section 501(c)(3).  The Society is properly registered with the 
Pennsylvania Department of State as a charitable organization.  A copy of the 
registration and financial information may be obtained by telephoning toll free within 
Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.  
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Union Army Enlisted Uniforms & Equipment
 

The United States Army 

Regulations of 1861 had very 

specific descriptions of uniforms 

to be worn by soldiers.  The 

frock coat and hat were quite 

fancy, following the European 

tradition that soldiers should 

look impressive and distinctive 

on the battlefield.  They were 

adopted before the war when the 

total strength of the Army was 

under twenty thousand men. 

 

 
Infantry Frock Coat 

 

Army Regulations Section 1454 

described the frock coat for  foot 

men (infantry, heavy artillery, 

engineers and ordnance soldiers) 

as single-breasted, dark blue 

cloth, with a skirt extending 

one-half the distance from the 

top of the hip  to the bend  of the  

 

knee, one row of nine buttons on 

the breast, placed at equal 

distances, a stand-up collar, 

pointed cuffs, with the collar 

and cuffs edged with a cord or 

welt of cloth in the branch color: 

scarlet for artillery; sky-blue for 

infantry; yellow for engineers; 

crimson for ordnance and 

hospital stewards. 

 

On the shoulders of the coat 

were brass shoulder scales that 

were essentially armor against 

the downward stroke of a 

cavalryman’s sabre. 

 

 
Shoulder Scales 

 

The hat was black felt, with a 

cord and tassels in the branch 

color.  It was also trimmed with 

one black feather and brass 

branch insignia.  The side of the 

hat was pinned up with a brass 

eagle.   

 

 
 

Army Hat 

 

Hats could also have a 

regimental number, company 

letter and corps insignia. 

 

Mounted soldiers (cavalry and 

light artillery) wore a shorter, 

twelve button dark blue jacket, 

with the branch color trim at the 

collar and cuffs.  

 

  
Cavalry Jacket 

 

The trousers for all enlisted men 

were initially described as dark 

blue but later changed to light 

blue.  They were held up by 

suspenders. Noncommissioned 

officers were to have stripes on 

the legs in the branch color.  The 

sergeant stripe was one and a 

half inches wide and the 

corporal was a half inch wide.  

 

As a practical matter, the frock 

coat was rather expensive and 

not comfortable on campaign, 

especially during hot summers.  



The Army Regulations also 

described a “sack coat” for 

fatigue purposes (when a soldier 

was doing work not requiring 

the dress uniform).  It was dark 

blue, extended half way down 

the thigh, and not as tight fitting 

as the frock coat.  This cheaper 

and somewhat more comfortable 

coat would become the main 

coat of the Union Army.   

 

 
Sack Coat 

 

A forage cap was designed for 

wear with the sack coat.  

Regulations specified that it 

should have a brass company 

letter but many period photo-

graphs show branch insignia, 

regimental number and/or corps 

insignia on the caps. 

 
Forage Cap 

For winter wear, soldiers were 

sometimes issued light blue 

overcoats but not all soldiers 

were lucky enough to get them. 

 

  
Overcoat 

 

Rubber was one of the new pro- 

ducts of the mid-nineteenth 

century.  It was used to make 

ground cloths and ponchos that 

were issued to soldiers. 

  

 
Poncho 

Shoes were officially called 

“bootees” by the Army but were 

often called “brogans.”  In 1851, 

the Army changed from straight 

shoes to lefts and rights.  Most 

bootees made during the Civil 

War were rights and lefts but 

because so many were needed, 

some were accepted from 

manufacturers who made them 

straight. 
 

 
Bootees 

   

Soldiers were also issued a 

variety of equipment, generally 

called accoutrements, that 

allowed them to perform their 

military functions. 

 

To carry ammunition, soldiers 

had a cartridge box.  Its design 

varied by type of weapon but the 

most common was the .58 

caliber leather box that held 

forty cartridges.  It had an oval 

U.S. brass plate on the outside 

flap.  It was worn on the right 

hip, with a leather strap over the 

left shoulder.  There was a round 

brass plate with an American 

eagle on the strap in the middle 

of the soldier’s chest (see Frock 

Coat picture). 
 

 
Cartridge Box 



The soldiers also had a waist 

belt, with an oval brass U.S. 

buckle.  A small leather pouch 

for percussion caps and bayonet 

scabbard hung from the waist 

belt. 

 

 
Waist Belt 

 

 
Cap Pouch 

 

 
Bayonet & Scabbard 

 

Water was carried in a round 

tin-plated sheet iron canteen.  It 

had a cork stopper, cloth strap, 

and was usually covered in 

cloth, most often a gray jean 

cloth, a combination of wool 

and cotton. It held three pints of 

water. 

 
Canteen 

Food was carried in a cloth sack 

painted black to give it some 

degree of water-proofing.  They 

were about 12X14 inches, with a 

buckle for closing.  Issued 

rations were often placed in 

small cloth bags or wrapped in 

paper.    

 

 
Haversack 

 

Tin cups were issued to soldiers 

for drinking and dipping soup or 

stew from pots.  Some had a bail 

so that it could be used as a 

small cooking pot. 

  

 
Tin Cups 

 

Knapsacks issued to soldiers 

varied throughout the war and 

were probably the most hated 

piece of equipment.  Numerous 

soldiers complained that these 

backpacks were uncomfortable, 

especially on long marches. 

They were made from a variety 

of different cloths and painted 

black like the haversacks as a 

form of water proofing.   
 

 
 

Soldier’s knapsack, with 

blanket rolled on top,  

haversack on left hip and 

cartridge box on right hip 

 
 

For more information on the 

weapons used by soldiers, visit 

www.campcurtin.org. 
 

Under Articles of Interest see: 
 

The U.S. Rifle Musket 
 

Civil War Field Artillery  
 

Under Newsletters see: 
 

Breechloaders: The Cutting  

     Edge of Technology 
 

Civil War Heavy Artillery 
 

Union Army Revolvers 
 

Civil War Swords & Sabres   

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/7c0cde_9ff2800e5e754be4afe808a8df45d7e9.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/7c0cde_9ff2800e5e754be4afe808a8df45d7e9.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/7c0cde_f91c136c630b466095744413def3d882.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/7c0cde_f91c136c630b466095744413def3d882.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/7c0cde_ffa12fb5b97547a283c0793e3cb5044d.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/7c0cde_dc2b51c5ce6641f18a15aaa13db2f078.pdf


Gettysburg Remembrance and Dedication Days 
 

On Saturday, November 17, the Sons of 

Union Veterans will hold its annual 

Remembrance Day in Gettysburg. It 

includes a parade by Union and Confederate 

descendant organizations and reenactor units 

through the streets of Gettysburg, a 

ceremony at the Grand Army of the 

Republic’s Woolson Monument on Hancock 

Avenue in Gettysburg National Military 

Park, and the National Civil War Ball in the 

evening, with music by the Philadelphia 

Brigade Band and dancing led by the 

Victorian Dance Ensemble.    

 

 

On Monday, November 19, the exact anniversary of the Gettysburg 

Address, the Lincoln Fellowship of Pennsylvania will hold its annual 

Dedication Day ceremony in the National Cemetery.  Janet M. Riggs, 

President of Gettysburg College, will deliver the Dedication Day keynote 

address. Lincoln portrayer George Buss will recite the Gettysburg 

Address, and the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service will hold a 

naturalization ceremony for citizen candidates.  In the event of severe 

inclement weather, the program will relocate to the Gettysburg College's 

Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg. 

 

 

Camp Curtin Descendant Brigade 
 

Membership in the Camp Curtin Descendant Brigade is open to men, women and 

children (12 years of age or older) who are direct or collateral descendants of a 

soldier who passed through Camp Curtin from April 18, 1861 to November 11, 

1865. 

 

Descendants of civilians who worked or volunteered at Camp Curtin are also 

eligible.  The Ladies Union Relief Association of Harrisburg is one of the civilian 

organizations that worked at Camp Curtin.  

 

The application fee is $25.00.   Accepted members will receive a membership 

medal, membership certificate, and a one year membership in the Society.  

Subsequent dues will be $15.00 per year.     

 

For more information and an application form, visit our website at 

www.CampCurtin.org or email CampCurtin@verizon.net, or write CCHS, Post 

Office Box 5601, Harrisburg, PA 17110.  

 

http://www.campcurtin.org/
mailto:CampCurtin@verizon.net


Civil War Harrisburg
A Guide to Capital Area Sites, Incidents and Personalities 

 

204 Page Revised & Enlarged Edition $18.00, tax & postage included 
 

Includes a walking tour of downtown Harrisburg, driving tours of east and west shores, 
and some of the “basics” of Civil War history.  Twenty-four new pages added to the 
previous edition, including information on our recently placed Wayside Markers, 
Revolvers, Swords & Sabres, Sanitary Fairs, Return of the Colors, and Internet 
Resources. 
 

 

 
 

Local History 
including:  

 Lincoln’s 1861 Visit 

 Founding of Camp Curtin 

 Harrisburg Home Front  

 Local Camps 

 Capture of Mechanicsburg 

 Forts Washington & Couch 

 Skirmish at Oyster Point 

 Battle of Sporting Hill 

 White Hall Orphan School 

 Personality Profiles 

 Pennsylvania Regiments 

 U.S.C.T. Grand Review 
 

 

To order by mail, make your check for $18.00 payable to  

“Camp Curtin Historical Society” and mail to: 

Camp Curtin Historical Society  

Post Office Box 5601 

 Harrisburg, PA 17110  



 
 

Camp Curtin Historical Society presents 
 

George Franks speaking on 
 

The Battle of Falling Waters, July 14, 1863 
2:00PM, Sunday, November 11 

 

Camp Curtin Memorial-Mitchell United Methodist Church 

2221 North 6th Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 17110 
 

 
 

After the Battle of Gettysburg, the Confederate Army retreated back to Virginia.  When 

they reached the Potomac River at Williamsport, it was swollen and impossible to cross.  

Lee entrenched and awaited a Union attack.  Eventually, a pontoon bridge was 

constructed, allowing the Confederates to cross the river.  On July 14, 1863, Union 

cavalry attacked the Confederate rear guard, ultimately capturing over 500 prisoners, but 

the majority of the Army of Northern Virginia escaped.  Thus, the Gettysburg Campaign 

ended and the war would continue for two more years.      
 

George Franks is the founder and President of the Battle of Falling Waters 1863 

Foundation, Inc. and a member of the Board of Directors of the Heart of the Civil War 

Heritage Area. He is a Commissioner on the C&O Canal Federal Advisory Commission. 

George served as an officer and governor of the Company of Military Historians and as 

President of the organization’s Chesapeake Chapter. George is the author of Battle of 

Falling Waters 1863: Custer, Pettigrew and the End of the Gettysburg Campaign. 
 

This presentation is free.  Bring a friend. 
 

For information call 717-732-5115 or email genjenkins@aol.com  

mailto:genjenkins@aol.com

