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Maj. Gen. John Geary’s Grave in the Harrisburg Cemetery

“The field upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here has
been the great central point of the organization of our military forces. When my
administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil will
be only known to the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its
memories and associations, will be immortal.”
- Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865
____________________________________________________________________________________
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COVER - John White Geary’s grave in the Harrisburg Cemetery is marked
with a life-size statue. Visitors to Camp Curtin’s annual tours of the
cemetery on September 15 will have an opportunity to see this statue.
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Geary was born in 1819 in Mount Pleasant, Westmoreland County. He
studied engineering and law at Jefferson College, graduating in 1841. Geary
worked for the Allegheny Portage Railroad, joined the militia, and became
active in local politics. He fought in the Mexican War, marching with Gen.
Scott’s Army from Vera Cruz to Mexico City and was wounded in an attack
on Chapultepec Castle. Geary returned home a Colonel and nationallyknown war hero. President Polk named him postmaster of San Francisco
and later he was elected mayor of the city. In 1856, President Pierce
appointed Geary to the post of territorial governor of Kansas, which was
going through the first stages of the Civil War. Pro-slavery and anti-slavery
men fought for the control of the territory, and it was soon known as
“Bleeding Kansas.”
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When the Civil War came, Geary raised the 28th Regiment of Pennsylvania
Volunteers. By 1862, he was a division commander in the 12th Army Corps
and led his division at Gettysburg, fighting on Culp’s Hill (where another
statue to his memory now stands). After Gettysburg, the 12th Corps was
sent to the western theater and redesignated the 20th Army Corps and Geary
continued to command a division through the Atlanta Campaign, the March
to the Sea, and the Carolina Campaign. After the war, Geary served as
military governor of Savannah and was brevetted Major General.
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In 1866, Geary was elected Governor of Pennsylvania and served two threeyear terms from 1867 to 1873. During his administration, he broke with the
Cameron machine and supported legislation regulating railroads and
industrial safety. Geary was a great supporter of the war orphan school
system and unsuccessfully fought for compulsory education for all children
in Pennsylvania. With his backing, Pennsylvania held a constitutional
convention in 1873 which modernized the state’s governmental structure.
Three weeks after leaving the governor’s office, Geary died in his New
Cumberland home at age 53.
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CCHS Preservation Award
Left:
Jim Gingrich
Right:
Nate and Andy
Gingrich

The Camp Curtin Historical Society presented its Historic Preservation Award to Gingrich Memorials
of Middletown, Pa., for its generous restoration of the Howard Day and Jacob Compton tombstones in
the Lincoln Cemetery, Penbrook, Pa.

Join us

Friday, August 17
for a

Picnic and Baseball Game

Harrisburg Senators vs. Akron Rubber Ducks
City Island, Harrisburg, Pa.
6:00PM Picnic – Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, BBQ Chicken, Baked Beans,
Mac & Cheese, Coleslaw, Chips, Cookies, Soda, and Water
7:00PM – Game Time, Post Game Fireworks

Complete enclosed reservation form & mail by August 3

An 1863 Visit to the Harrisburg Cemetery
The following article appeared in the Harrisburg Evening Telegraph newspaper, Tuesday, May 5, 1863.
It describes the state of soldiers’ graves just two months before hospitals in the city would be flooded
with Gettysburg casualties and the number of Union and Confederate graves greatly increased. The
reporter’s comments regarding Confederate graves gives a good indication of local feeling regarding the
ongoing War of the Rebellion, as it was known at the time. Today, the Blue and Gray rest in peace
together.
An Hour Among the Soldiers' Graves
The fine weather has no more beautiful effect
anywhere than that which is produced by the
first balmy atmosphere of spring among the
graves. In the cemetery, summer is shedding its
holiest beauty, and, assisted by the hand of
affection, is decking graves in flowers and
perfumery distilling vines. On Sunday last we
visited the Harrisburg Cemetery, where we
noticed many people watching by the graves of
those they loved in life and now mourn in death,
while others were lingering among the tombs,
some laughing gaily, indulging in jests illy
fitting the occasion or the locality, and
apparently little dreaming that beneath the cold
sod they, too, some day would find a clayey
pillow.

when one thinks of the fate of those who rest
there, how they went out earnest and valiant in
the cause of freedom, and how they were struck
down by the minions of slavery, it would seem
as if their graves should at least be adorned as if
their memories were regarded with affection.
All around where these warriors lie thus
neglected, are the monuments of the proud,
piercing the air in stately grandeur, and
recording virtues in men and women now dead,
which never animated their souls while living.
But such is the vanity and the ingratitude of the
world. To live, often is to struggle with a hard
fate—is to indulge in vice and become steeped
in crime—and to die is to find a grave where
memory is neglected, or where unearned fame is
to be inscribed above man's resting place. We
made a note of the few graves in the locality
alluded to, that were marked, of which the
following is the description:
David, son of Joshua and Barbara Ware, died
January 21, 1863, aged 26 years, 2 months and
21 days—a native of Venango county.
This is a very respectable tombstone, evidently
erected by friends of the deceased soldier.
Immediately opposite is a grave marked by a
rude and decaying board, with this simple
inscription:

The Civil War section of the Harrisburg Cemetery
In the eastern corner of the cemetery a large lot
has been specially appropriated to the burial of
soldiers who died in the hospitals lately
maintained in this city. Of these, there are over
eighty now buried in that locality. The great
majority of the graves are unmarked; the hard
dry clay, baked and cracked by the heat of the
sun, makes the spot look sad and dreary, and

Jacob G. Smith died October 30, 1862.
The inscription was put on with stencil, and is
roughly though kindly executed. Not far from
this is another board, also a mere broken piece
of paling, with this simple name:
S. C. Parsons.
Passing on by this grave, we noticed a withered
plant with a piece of paper attached, lying on
another grave close by. On examination, the

plant proved to be a decayed lily, and on the
paper appeared the name of "Miss Emma Alice
Graybill." It was a touching tribute to the dead,
and withered as was that flower, it had a beauty
to our eyes with which the choicest exotic
would fail to impress us. Who knows but it was
left there to exhale its perfume on the grave of
this unknown soldier by one who adored his
valor while living, and thus breathed out her
love for her hero when dead. Beyond this grave
was one marked by a rough board on which
appeared the name:
C. Sinqler, died Nov. 28, 1861, a private of
Captain Chase's company, 57th P. V.
Off from this was a "marble stone on which was
engraved:
C. C. Harvey —without either the regiment or
time of death of the soldier.
Standing alone among a number of unmarked
graves is a stone with the inscription:

At the head of one of the graves was a board, on
which was placed.a piece of paper, and this was
covered with a common glass-light, secured by
putty on its four sides. On the paper was written:
S. B. Richardson, died Jan. [the date was
washed out by the water running beneath the
glass] 1862. [Two other lines were visible, but
so faded as to be illegible]
A rebel's grave had a board to mark it, on which
we read the words:
William Price—Oct. 4, 1862—Fulton, Ga., 7th
Ga., aged 24 years.
Along side lay another Georgian, marked also
by a board, on which was carved only
E. S. I.-Ga.
Then again a marble stone thus inscribed,
Almond B. Gefford, died Die. 8, 1861—aged 21
years and 8 days.

WISCONSIN BEARS THIS STONE
In memory of
NATHANIEL DELAMAKER,
Of Bragg's. Rifle, 6th Reg. Wisconsin
Volunteers.— Who died at Camp Curtin,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania August 1st, 1862.

The last grave we looked upon had but the
simple board for its monument, and over this
these words, appeared:

Beside this elegant stone is the traitor's grave,
with a pine board for his monument, on which is
rudely traced the words

Out of over eighty graves, these were only
marked as we have thus hurriedly described
them. The rest will doubtless never be marked.
In a very short time no one will know who
reposes beneath the sod in that locality. Future
generations will only know that some of those
who fell opposing tyranny rest there, and will
not future generations also blush to think and
see the ingratitude with which they were buried?
These gallant heroes must rest without a
monument or so much even as a board to tell
their names. And yet they rest in glorious
graves!

Manly C. Caste, 13th Va. Reg., Col. A. Jackson,
Lewis County, Va.
Then we have the grave of a loyalist thus
marked by some kind friend, with a fine stone,
on which is inscribed:
In Memory of Henry J., Son of John and Jane
Ann Spackman. Died August 9, 1862, aged 24
years, 6 months and 26 days. He belonged to
Company C., 5th Regiment P.R.V.C.

Sterling F. Semerill, Co. D, 177th Reg. P. V.,
died Dec. 9, 1862, Luzerne county, Pa.

Membership in the Camp Curtin Descendant Brigade is open to men, women and children (12 years
of age or older) who are direct or collateral descendants of a soldier who passed through Camp Curtin
from April 18, 1861 to November 11, 1865. Descendants of civilians who worked or volunteered at
Camp Curtin are also eligible. The application fee is $25.00. Accepted members will receive a
membership medal and membership certificate.
Visit our website for more information
www.campcurtin.org.

GNMP Living History Series
The Gettysburg National Military Park Living History brings the past to life. Every weekend
from April to October, Civil War living historians will be encamped on the Gettysburg
battlefield. Explore their camps, interact with these knowledgeable historians, and witness as
they demonstrate the tools, tactics, and firepower of the two armies that waged war across these
now hallowed fields. For more information and the complete schedule, visit the Park website at
www.nps.gov/gett/.

August 4-5

September 1-2

4th Maryland Artillery, C.S.A
Programs at Pitzer Woods
Saturday: 11AM, 1PM, 3PM; Sunday: 11AM, 1PM

1st Pennsylvania Artillery, Battery D
Programs at Pennsylvania Memorial
Saturday: 11AM, 1PM, 3PM; Sunday: 11AM, 1PM

Society of Civil War Surgeons Field Hospital
Programs on-going at Pennsylvania Memorial
Saturday: 10AM – 6PM; Sunday: 10AM – 2PM

C.S.A. Artillery
Programs at Pitzer Woods
Saturday: 10AM, 12PM, 2PM, 4PM, 6PM
Sunday: 10AM, 12PM, 2PM

21st Georgia Infantry, Co. B
Programs at Spanglers Spring
Saturday: 10AM, 12PM, 2PM; Sunday: 10AM, 12PM

August 11-12
North Carolina State Troops Infantry
Programs at Pitzer Woods
Saturday: 11 AM, 2 pm ~ Sunday: 11 AM
2nd U.S. Artillery, Battery M
Programs at Pennsylvania Memorial
Saturday: 12PM, 3PM; Sunday: 12PM
71st Pennsylvania Infantry
Programs at Spanglers Spring.
Saturday: 10AM, 1PM; Sunday: 10AM

August 18-19
1st Rhode Island, Battery B Light Artillery
Programs at Pennsylvania Memorial
Saturday: 11AM, 1PM (at the Angle), 4PM
Sunday: 11AM, 1PM
44th Georgia Infantry
Programs at Spanglers Spring
Saturday: 10AM, 12PM, 2PM; Sunday: 10AM, 12PM

August 25-26
2nd Florida Infantry
Programs at Pitzer Woods
Saturday: 11AM, 1PM, 3PM; Sunday: 10AM, 12PM

September 8-9
2nd U.S. Cavalry, Company A
Programs at Pitzer Woods.
Saturday: 11AM, 2PM; Sunday: 11AM, 2PM
9th Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry
Programs at Pennsylvania Memorial
Saturday: 10AM, 1PM; Sunday: 10AM, 1PM
6th New Hampshire Infantry
Program at Spanglers Spring
Saturday: 12PM, 3PM; Sunday: 12PM

GNMP MUSIC MUSTER
Friday & Saturday, August 10 & 11
Featuring music by
Camptown Shakers
Fort Delaware Cornet Band
Hudson and Clark
Jeff Greenawalt
Libby Prison Minstrels
Steve Ball
Susquehanna Travellers
With dance demonstrations by the
Victorian Dance Ensemble
Programs with complete schedule will be
available at the Visitor Center info desk

Civil War Harrisburg
A Guide to Capital Area Sites, Incidents and Personalities
204 Page Revised & Enlarged Edition $16.00, tax & postage included
Includes a walking tour of downtown Harrisburg, driving tours of east and west shores,
and some of the “basics” of Civil War history. Twenty-four new pages added to the
previous edition, including information on our recently placed Wayside Markers,
Revolvers, Swords & Sabres, Sanitary Fairs, Return of the Colors, and Internet
Resources.

Local History
including:













Lincoln’s 1861 Visit
Founding of Camp Curtin
Harrisburg Home Front
Local Camps
Capture of Mechanicsburg
Forts Washington & Couch
Skirmish at Oyster Point
Battle of Sporting Hill
White Hall Orphan School
Personality Profiles
Pennsylvania Regiments
U.S.C.T. Grand Review

To order by mail, make your check for $16.00 payable to
“Camp Curtin Historical Society” and mail to:
Camp Curtin Historical Society
Post Office Box 5601, Harrisburg, PA 17110

History comes alive at the Camp Curtin Historical Society’s

Harrisburg Cemetery Tours
Saturday, September 15th

All tours will leave from the Caretaker’s House
Tours will begin at 12:00 Noon and will be led by local historians
Jim Schmick, George Nagle and Bruce Horner
Visit the graves and hear the stories of numerous personalities who
influenced local, state and national events in the 19th century
and learn about the memorial art of the cemetery.
Adults - $5.00 (CCHS Members - $4.00) All children under 16 - $1.00
Rain or shine. Wear comfortable walking shoes.
The Harrisburg Cemetery is located at the eastern end of the State Street Bridge.
For information call 717-732-5115 or email genjenkins@aol.com.

